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Elementary	
  Psychology	
  
12000-­‐003	
  

Professor	
  Kipling	
  Williams	
  
Purdue	
  University	
  

Welcome	
  

•  I	
  am	
  Prof.	
  Williams	
  

•  My	
  office	
  is	
  PSYC2166	
  
•  Office	
  hours:	
  Wed	
  1-­‐2pm	
  
•  QuesLons?	
  
–  Email	
  me:	
  kip@psych.purdue.edu	
  

The	
  Class	
  Webpage	
  
•  hRp://www1.psych.purdue.edu/~willia55/120/index.htm	
  

Syllabus	
  and	
  Class	
  Calendar	
  

Psychology 12000.003: Elementary Psychology 

Purdue University—Maymester, 2011 
 

Instructor: 
Professor Kipling D. Williams, PSYC 2166; 494-0845 

 

E-mail: kip@psych.purdue.edu 

 
Instructor Webpage: http://www1.psych.purdue.edu/~willia55/  

 

Course Webpage: http://www1.psych.purdue.edu/~willia55/120/index.htm  

 
Class times: 

Lecture:  Mondays through Fridays, 7:30am – 9:40am; PRCE 277 

 

 
Office hours: 

Wednesdays 1:00pm-2:00pm: or by appointment. Please let me know if you plan to visit. 

 

 
Text: 

Textbook: ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION ONLY: Go to: 

http://www.worthpublishers.com/customstore/PU/Williams/  and purchase the online subscription. 

This is the Myers, D. G. (2009). Psychology (9th Edition). NY: Worth. There are two options: the eText 

only (Option 1) and the eText with the hard copy (Option 2). 

  
 

I recommend Option 1 (eText version only) and that is all that is expected for this class. If you really 

want a hard copy of the textbook, feel free to pay the extra amount and choose Option 2. 

  
 

Either option provides you with the electronic version of the text and access to PsychPortal, both of 

which expire a year after purchase. PsychPortal provides you with many aids for studying, including 

practice exams, flashcards, and online demonstrations. 

  
 

Using an eText reduces your costs and was recommended and approved overwhelmingly from my 

previous classes. 

  
 

If you purchase the hard copy first, from Amazon or another outlet, you would first need to return your 

book (and get a refund) to Amazon, then proceed through the steps above. 

  

 
 

Let me know if you have any questions. 

 
 Course Objectives: The purpose of this course is to introduce you to the field of psychology. There are three major sub-goals: 

(1) To explain how psychologists think about and study behavior. (2) To introduce you to the body of knowledge and 

underlying principles that currently exist in the field. (3) To encourage reflection about the implications of psychological 

research for everyday life. 
 

Class Format: This class involves textbook readings, lectures, and any videoclips shown during class. The text and lectures 

overlap, but not completely. Consequently you will need to attend lectures and read the text to learn all of the examinable 

material.  
Grading. Course grades will be based on your cumulative performance on the four exams (each worth 25% of the final 

grade). So, for example, if your scores are: 35, 36, 34, and 37, you would drop the 26 and have a grand total of 142/200, which 

would roughly equal 71% of a perfect score (for which the grade would be a C-). But wait ,  the  news i s  bet t er .  Your grade 

would actually be higher than that because I would not use a perfect score in the denominator; I use the highest accumulated score 

achieved by a single student for the f i r s t  four exams. So, if the highest accumulated score were a 190, you would get: 142/190 ! 75%, 

which is a C. Exams are comprised of 50 multiple-choice questions (four options for each question).  

 
Make-ups will be granted ONLY for a validated medical/emergency excuse, and the request for a make-up MUST be made (by 

phone or email) prior  to the exam time.  

 
There are NO extra credit opportunities (participation in experiments and/or alternative written assignments are NOT extra credit; they 

are a required part of the course). 
 

Topics	
  

Methods	
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Biology	
  and	
  The	
  Brain	
  

EEG:	
  Electroencephalogram	
  
records	
  electrical	
  acLvity	
  along	
  
the	
  scalp	
  produced	
  by	
  neurons	
  
firing	
  in	
  the	
  brain	
  

fMRI:	
  FuncLonal	
  MagneLc	
  Resonance	
  Imaging:	
  
measures	
  blood	
  flow	
  changes	
  in	
  the	
  brain	
  

Nature/Nurture	
  

Development:	
  The	
  Life	
  Span	
   SensaLon	
  and	
  PercepLon	
  

Learning	
   Memory	
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Thinking	
  &	
  Language	
   Intelligence	
  

MoLvaLon	
   EmoLon	
  

Personality	
   Disorders	
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Therapy	
   Social	
  Psychology	
  


